


A MESSAGE FROM THIS ISSUE'S

Welcome to the eighth issue of the SDS News Bulletin, and thank you for
reading. As always, it's an exciting time for SDS right now, with our fourth
national convention planned for this July 10-12 at MTSU in Murfreesboro,
Tenneessee. Please also consider attending SDS' erstTraining fo rTrainers
in Cleveland, Ohio from August 14-16, where student organizers from all
over the country will learn to train others in important organizing skills.

Find more information about these events at our brand-spankin' new
website: http://www.newsds.org

The Bulletin Working Group continues to meet weekly via conferenc e call
and is open to all SDS members, so get involved!

Join up on our listserv: groups.google.com/group/sds-news-bulletin

Ysand start jumping on the calls! We won't bite. We're fun and we need you r
support.

You can download this or any previous issue at sdsnewsbulletin.
wordpress.com

Print out copies to distribute to your chapter, give them to folk s who would
like to start chapters, bring them to events¥s you get the idea!

We will also be putting supplementary content and links on our blog:
sdsnewsbulletin.wordpress.com

BE HEARD!

We're already thinking about the next issue + so should you! Submit your
campaign updates, chapter reportbacks, visual art, reports from a ctions
and events, poetry, essays, stories, songs and anything else you can think
of to:sds.bulletin@gmail.org

A DISCLAIMER ON CONTENT

Viewpoints expressed in articles contained herein are solely those
of the author(s) or artist(s). These views do not necessarily re"ect
the views of SDS, the SDS News Bulletin, or it's editors.

Connect with SDS

LISTSERVS

National Announcements (List-Serv)
http://groups.google.com/group/sdsannouncements
sdsannouncements@googlegroups.com

REGIONAL LISTS
Midwest SDS
https://lists.riseup.net/www/info/midwestsds
midwestsds@lists.riseup.net
Northeast SDS
https://lists.riseup.net/www/info/northeastsds
northeastsds@lists.riseup.net
Northwest SDS
https://lists.riseup.net/www/info/nwsds
nwsds@lists.riseup.net
Southeast SDS
https://lists.riseup.net/www/info/southernsds
southernsds@lists.riseup.net
Southwest SDS
https://lists.riseup.net/www/info/southwestsds
southwestsds@lists.riseup.net
West Coast SDS
https://lists.riseup.net/www/info/westcoastsds
westcoastsds@lists.riseup.net

NATIONAL CAMPAIGNS
Student Power for Accessible Education
http://groups.google.com/group/spfae
spfae@googlegroups.com

WEBSITE: www.

National Working Committee
http://groups.google.com/group/sdsnationalwork
sdsnationalwork@googlegroups.com

NATIONAL WORKING GROUPS
Chapter Communications
http://groups.google.com/groups/sds-chapter-comms
sds-chapter-comms@googlegroups.com
Fundraising
http://groups.google.com/group/sds-fundraising
sds-fundraising@googlegroups.com
Media
http://groups.google.com/group/national-sds-media
national-sds-media@googlegroups.com
News Bulletin!
http://groups.google.com/group/sds-news-bulletin
sds-news-bulletin@googlegroups.com
Welcoming Committee
http://groups.google.com/group/SDSwelcome
SDSwelcome@googlegroups.com
Training
http://groups.google.com/group/sds-training
sds-training@googlegroups.com
Anti-War
http://sdsantiwar.wordpress.com/

sdsantiwar.wg@gmail.com

CAUCUS & PRIVILEGE DISCUSSION GROUPS

High School Caucus
https://lists.riseup.net/wwwi/info/highschoolsds
highschoolsds@lists.riseup.net

Men's Auxiliary
https://lists.riseup.net/www/info/sdsmensaux
sdsmensaux@lists.riseup.net

Women's Caucus
http://groups.google.com/group/national-sds-womens-
caucus
national-sds-womens-caucus@googlegroups.com

Trans/Genderqueer Caucus
https://lists.riseup.net/www/info/sdsgenderqueerscau cus
sdsgenderqueerscaucus@lists.riseup.net

People of Color Caucus
http://lists.riseup.net/www/info/SDSNPOCC
SDSNPOCC@googlegroups.com

Anti-Ableist Caucus
http://groups.google.com/group/sds-anti-ableist-caucus
sds-anti-ableist-caucus@googlegroups.com.

White Privilege Working Group
http://groups.google.com/group/natlsdswhiteprivwg
natlsdswhiteprivwg@googlegroups.com

Queer Caucus
http://groups.google.com/group/sdsqueercaucus
sdsqueercaucus@googlegroups.com

Hetero Allies
https://lists.riseup.net/www/info/sdsqueerallies
sdsqueerallies@lists.riseup.net

Working Class Caucus
http://groups.google.com/groups/national-working-cl  ass-
caucus
national-working-class-caucus@googlegroups.com

Class Privilege Working Group
http://groups.google.com/group/sds-natl-class-privi - lege-wg
sds-natl-class-privilege-wg@googlegroups.com
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A Call for a post-SDS Organiza Reportback from Millers-

& Mass Working Class Political Ville: Bill Ayers Protest

Our Role as Catalyst

by Nathan Johnson
Milwaukee SDS

Students have a unique role in the class
struggle. Youth provide a certain vitality,
eagerness, and spontaneity to the battles
against inequality. Students feel the enthu-
siasm of self-empowerment as they engage
for the erst time in political, economic, and
social struggles and, gaining in conedence,
throw their weight into more ambitious proj-
ects. Perhaps more than any other social
force, students feel the urgency of ending
injustice now, before their outrage has a
chance to cool. History in all capitalist coun-
tries, most recently the Grecian uprising,
conerms that progressive students play a
catalyzing role in the class struggle.

However, with no disregard to the impor-
tant role of the students, it is undeniable that
the working class alone is capable of staging
a revolution or carrying social movements
through to a successful conclusion. Just
consider how greatly more effectual a gen-
eral strike is compared to a student strikeb
only the general strike is capable of bringing
a government to its knees.The working class'
greater strength lies in its greater numbers,
its cohesiveness in being an actual social
class (a differentiated social class notwith-
standing), and its connection to the immedi-
ate means of production and distribution.

In America, where the labor movement is
particularly weak in contrast to that of Eu-
rope, it is all-too-easy to forget this real-
ity and for students to consequently act as
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though they were better off 2going it alone®
than making efforts to link up with the dor-
mant working class. The Weather Under-
ground carried this substitutionist notion, in
which any elite group substitutes itself for
the working class, to an ultraleft extreme,
which only served to alienate the mass of
ambivalent students and workers alike.
When the Weather Underground appointed
itself as a revolutionary vanguard, instead
of building a mass working class organiza-
tion, it cut itself off from the working class.
Frustrated with the inertia and passivity of
the working class, the Weather Underground
substituted itself and its bombings for the
self-emancipation of the working class, and
for that reason inevitably failed to emanci-
pate the working class.

While it may be easier or more fruitful in
the short term for SDSers to stick to familiar
avenues of struggle, the medium- and long-
term situations in our nation demand that we
build the necessary bridges to the working
class.This historical need coincides with the
task of creating a counterpart organization
for graduate SDSers. Once students gradu-
ate from the more liberal atmosphere of the
university, they stand a greater chance of
becoming integrated into class society. Un-
fortunately, this danger holds true even for
SDSers. Even if graduates wish to remain
active, they might only be able to choose
among non-revolutionary and/or less effec-
tive organizations.

Since SDS has reestablished itself in 2006,
the loss off graduating activists has not yet
made itself felt in a strong way, as devoted
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Chapter Reportbacks

Southeast Convention
Reportback

by Richard Blake, Austin Gilmour, and Chuck Allen,
Gainesville SDS

graduates may continue to work with their
SDS chapter as before. However, with every
passing semester more SDSers will have
graduated and (especially the less active el-
ements) will be at risk of losing their way in
the grind of our competition-based society,
for lack of a post-SDS organization. There
will inevitably come a time when even dedi-
cated graduates begin to feel out of place
working within SDS.To maintain momentum
and broaden the sphere of our movement,
there needs to be continuity between SDS
and a revolutionary working class organiza-
tion, which, in spite of the existence of sev-
eral sectarian leftist political parties, is still
lacking in practice.

The task of creating a working class party
belongs, of course, to the working class and
to the working class alone. Yet this is not to
say that students cannot be of help in this
key struggle. To the contrary, there are three
principle lines of action: 1) agitate for the de-
struction of the Electoral College which as-
sures the continued hegemony of the ruling
class' two-party dictatorship; 2) heighten
efforts to join with unions and working class
organizations in their struggles, and openly
encourage the formation of a working class
party; and 3) create a sister organization for
SDS graduates in order to establish a core
continuity between students and workers.
A sister organization for graduate SDSers
would not, by itself, be suflcient to create
a mass working class political party, but to-
gether with SDS could help catalyze its de-
velopment.

One of the most serious shortcomings of
the radical 60's and 70's was the failure to
establish a working class political party. As
a result of this failure many of the rebellious
students of the time have since become as-
similated into the two-party system, or sim-

ply have withdrawn from political activity
altogether. The remaining active elements
lack adequate organization.

SDS' own existence may indirectly rely on
the formation of a working class party. When
the '60 s and '70s wave of popular protest re-
ceded, SDSers found they could not survive
the ebb period of the class struggle that fol-
lowed. History could very well repeat itself if
a working class party is not created during
the current wave of activism; our SDS stands
the chance of going the way of its predeces-
sor and we could be senior citizens by the
time another SDS revives at the instigation
of a new imperialist warbquite a depressing
thought.

The severity of the present economic
crisis is daily making it more pressing and
plausible to raise the demand for a work-
ing class party. The international scope of
the crisis promises that its course is beyond
the control of any president. It won't take
long for the American public to feel disen-
chanted with the empty rhetoric of 2hope
and change.? But we cannot wait until then
to act; we must raise class-consciousness
all the while and earnestly work to create
conditions favorable to the formation of a
working class party. We must raise the issue
on our own terms, instead of bemoaning the
Electoral College and two-party system ritu-
ally every four years.

Creating a working class party means de-
Initively breaking with the two-party spec-
tacle. We can have no illusions as to the
bourgeois nature of both the Republican and
Democratic parties, even if a number of left-
ists who fancy themselves 2pragmatic® vol-
unteered under the Obama campaign. There
are no two ways about it: the working class
needs to abandon the defeatist philosophy
of @lesser-evilism,° mobilize under its own
banner instead of submitting to the ruling
class' party apparatus, and develop political
experience of its own. This accomplishment
would undoubtedly mark a milestone in the
history of the international class struggle.

Let us learn from history and do the work
that needs to be done.
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PUWER Shit 2009;

By Daniel Meltzer, DC-SDS

We've heard the ecstatic reportbacks. Tens of
thousands of participants. The largest civil disobe-
dience for a climate issue in US History. The birth
(or coming-out party) of a movement. But perhaps
it's time to critically engage what happened at
PowerShift 2009: PowerShift does not shift who
has power. Instead, it encourages us to continue
giving up our power to the institutions that hold
power. Tragically, these are the same institutions
that created the problem of climate change in the
erst place.

Movements' demands are always met and then
absorbed into the state and/or capital; cooptation
is not a new response to social movements. But
what is new is the movement being co-opted be-
fore any demands are met. If this was the birth of
the Climate Justice movement in the US, it is still-
born. Power coopted PowerShift. Power (the larg-
est private employer in the country and the third
most powerful politician in the country) attended
PowerShift, and, instead of acting to stop the hor-
rors that climate change in€icts on communities
as well as the environment, it stood shoulder to
shoulder with its protesters.

One of the primary demands of PowerShift '09
was the creation of 2Green Jobs.° WalMart, the
nation's largest private employer, was a sponsor
of the event. Who has the power to create 2green
jobs® if not the nation's largest private employer?
Another demand was legislation to be passed that
addresses climate change. PowerShift ‘09 solicit-
ed Nancy Pelosi, Speaker for the House of Con-
gress, the most powerful person in Congress and
two heartbeats away from the presidency, to speak
at their event. Who could be more qualieed to cre-
ate legislation addressing climate change than the
Speaker of the House?

In some ways, PowerShift 2009 was like an anti-
war rally where George Bush leads the crowd in
a rousing 2No Blood for Qil!° And while we're on
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the subject, there was a complete blind spot for the
largest single polluter on the planet, the user of
the most fossil fuels, the only institution with liter-
ally no environmental restrictions: the US Military.
A speaker at the action on Monday, DC's shadow
representative to Congress, Eleanor Holmes Nor-
ton announced, to applause, the creation of a new
green building complex in DC.The buildings, which
will run on natural gas, are the new Homeland Se-
curity Complex, as in, the very building which will
tell the largest single polluter on the planet when
and where to deploy. PowerShift completely lacked
workshops on the role of the US state as the world's
largest single polluter, pulling not-yet-radical stu-
dents away from an analysis that would have set
them against the institutions of capitalism and the
state.

Furthermore, PowerShift drew community and
campus organizers away from community and cam-
pus organizing against climate change. One of the
primary activities of the Chesapeake Climate Ac-
tion's Campus Coordinator in Virginia was to sup-
port the campaign in Wise County against a new
coal plant, working on one a mile long petition and
one of the longest testimonies in state history. As
PowerShift 2009 drew nearer, however, PowerShift
shifted the duties of these organizers towards
pushing national, rather than local, climate legis-
lation. The drive was also away from direct actions
and civil disobedience and toward lobbying and
other more mediated means of creating change. In
a tragic misuse of organizing power, during the se-
mester leading up to PowerShift, the primary task
for the position was convincing people to attend
the conference in DC.This is how PowerShift func-
tions: big hype, drawing organizing power away
from effective struggle, and framing disastrous
failure as victory by siding with Power. The clear-
est example of this might be PowerVote.

PowerVote had the aim of getting a million sig-
natures from young people saying that they would
apledge to make clean, just energy a top priority in
[their] vote this election.® It's hard to put a enger

sion from faculty, and many other
ridiculous ideas. They voted to not
support the booklist initiative four
to sixteen.

We decided to skip the senate
since they were unwilling to help
their classmates and go straight
to each department and <nd out
whether or not it was feasible
to create an online booklist for
each respective department.

We knew it was feasible since a
few departments already do it.
We talked with several depart-
ments, receiving support from
every single one and learning of
other ways to share the booklist
and obtain books at a discount
price! While we were doing well
with this plan, it still took its toll

on us and we decided that we
would take a swing at our second
goal, which was to encourage

the professors to place reading
materials and worksheets online
using the different technologies at
our and the professors' disposal.
This would save the students
from buying as many overpriced
books, especially ones where only
small sections are used and those
that are used for one semester.
This would include the utilizing

of E-Reserve through the library
and Blackboardbwhich not only
can provide course documents,
but can also be a place to show
grades, for online class discus-
sions, and much more. To achieve
this goal we believe we can utilize
the faculty evaluations which are

given to all students in courses
taught by non-tenured and up for
re-tenure faculty. The evaluation
forms include several questions
about how the student felt about
the quality of the course content,
whether the professor was re-
ceptive to students, if they were
timely, etc. The forms also hold
a spot for open comments and
concerns about the course. We be-
lieve that if we can inform enough
of the students that by simply
requesting the placement of mate-
rials online, they can convince the
professors to do it and, as a result,
save the student body hundreds of
thousands of dollars. We will not
know the results of this attempt
until next yearbperhaps during
some summer coursesbbut after
talking with a few professors,
many are open to alternative ideas
to help out students.

Campaigning and organizing
on the Millersville campus is very
difecult and often the resistance
is suffocating. | don't know how
Millersville University ranks in the
way of student activism, but surely
it is on the very low end, apathy is
abundant here and very difecult
to deal with. Even with the rise
of Obama and his campaigning
through community organizers, lit-
tle to nothing has changed for us
or any other group on campus (ex-
cept making the College Republi-
cans sore losers, perhaps). Mere
days after his election to ofece,
we attempted to get signatures

for the booklist from students

and some who even had Obama
buttons on their person said they
didn't feel like it! This political
climate at Millersville is easy yet
difecult to understand. While a
large portion of the students prob-
ably come from 2working class®
backgrounds, there is a sheer
disproportion of those who iden-
tify as Republican and those as
Democrat, and third-party afelia-
tion is virtually non-existent. No
one has time to worry about the
crisis in Darfur, Gaza, the world
over; students don't want to exert
any extra energy thinking about
the political, economical, and
social injusticesbit's far easier

to be 2plind® to the real facts, to
worry where the next party will
be, or if skipping your next class
will be possible. Another problem
that is that Millersville is a huge
teacher-school, folks that want to
teach obviously cannot have any
sort of record, and we're just seen
as ruckus-causing 2radicals.?

We remain hopeful about the
future here at Millersville. It will
always be a struggle; we have the
erst of our members now gradu-
ating and during the past year
the chapter has lost some other
active members, but only gained a
few. It'l be interesting to see how
the chapter fares in the coming
semesters and for now we will
keep steady on the campaign for
student debt relief.




Staying Aeoat In
Times of CrisiIs

Abundant Apathy and Shortcomings Al

by Josh Redd, MU SDS

The members of the Millersville University chap-
ter of SDS have felt the pains of growing, shrinking,
and many other shortcomings during the past two
semesters. We left the end of the 2008 Spring semes-
ter with high spirits after holding our biggest event
on campusba Peace Rally on the 5th Anniversary of
the Irag Warband we had high hopes for the follow-
ing year being even more successful. The proceeding
Fall semester at MU for SDS looked like the stock
market, it downright plummeted due to low-turn outs
to meetings.

Many of our members from the previous semester
had dropped out, coming out of the woodwork when
there was action to be a part of and to be seen as
the 2cool/crazy radical kids.° Others were busy with
heavy course loads and still others were fresh to
the scene and not quite ready or willing to do too
much. Without any student power to fuel our desires
of putting together kick-ass events, campaigns, and
making the campus a great place to be for everyone,
we merely huddled together in our meeting rooms,
barely staying asoat. Sometimes we did have those
spectacular meetings where we would get great
ideas *eshed out and we would leave our meet-
ings with our heads way up high. We did manage to
sponsor and host two events: we invited Witness
for Peace member Freddy Caicedo to speak on the
Colombian-style NAFTA that is currently being
debated, and Kevin Funk and Steve Fake who co-
authored Scramble for Africa: Darfur Intervention
and the USA.The latter event resulted in a modest
turnout, though mostly comprised of SDSers, but
neither event led to any further events or campaigns.

Before the semester ended we had read about the
Accessible Education campaign that national SDS
was taking part in and decided that student debt
was one thing any student should de€nitely be cool
with combating. We decided at that point to begin
our own Student Debt Relief Campaign. Because
our school does not offer course booklists more than
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three to €ve days before school starts, we decided
to change that, especially for students who could
spend anywhere up to $900 on books. We began
by collecting signatures from students who be-
lieved that we should, as students, have an online
booklist available to us at least two weeks prior to
the start of each semester. We were overly excited
and did not plan our steps well and our semester
ended before we really had a chance to get many
student signatures. Other than approximately 150
signatures that we collected, our semester had
come and gone without signi€cantly affecting the
Millersville student body.

Our Spring semester has been much more
active, but still full of doubt for the future. We've
been continuing to work on the Student Debt Re-
lief Campaign, collecting signatures from over 700
students and even gaining the support of faculty
members. Our next goal with the petition is to
gain support from the student senate, since they
are the student senate and are, according to their
constitution, supposed to promote the general
welfare of the study body and represent all stu-
dents. Our hope was that with their backing, rep-
resenting the student voice, we would be able to
push the faculty to go through with our initiative
to have an available and accessible booklist. We
attended their meeting and were met with heavy,
tense resistance. @What about Student Services,
Inc.?°, @Did you explore every other avenue before
coming to us?°, @Did you ask the professors
€rst?°, 2How are you going to punish professors if
they don't follow through with your request?°, and
other questions were thrown at us. They also said
that there was no sense in putting 2too much®
pressure on the faculty and have them @rush
something together® just to please us and why
not just wait for the federal bill that would require
pre-registration booklists to go into effect? These
student @representatives® were concerned about
the businesses losing money, begging permis-

on what exactly the purpose of PowerVote was. Af-

ter all, this petition drive was not part of a larger
movement that used electing a politician as a tool
in its repertoire. It wasn't even used cynically to get
a larger pool of e-mail list subscribers for an orga-

nization that would engage them in further action,

or even to solicit funds. In a bizarre self-resexive
twist, the tool of signature collection was the goal

itself, and the tactic of collecting the signatures

the victory, because no other goals were met, and
no other victories could be claimed.

What was asked of the petition signers was com-
pletely unaccountable and something almost no
one followed through on; the lure of 2Clean Coal®
Obama was too strong for even the single issue of
environmental activism. Without people following
through on what was asked of them, there was only
one measurable goal, and by that yardstick Pow-
erVote was a failure. By November 4th, they had

only 300,000 of the million signatures they aimed

for. But they took this failure in stride, ignoring it
mostly by cheerleading and siding themselves with
Power, namely, Barack Obama. What Obama's vic-
tory helped them erase wasn't just that they failed
to get the numbers they strived for, but that they
never actually did any organizing. They didn't build
their numbers in support of an issue, they merely
corralled names into a list, which went to a na-
tional organization that seems to be satis-
€ed with sitting on it.

| talked with a PowerVote/Power-
Shift participant at St. Mary's Col-
lege of Maryland (at the #2 po-
sition of the Top Ten Pledges
(By % of School Size)), and
| found out that their
PowerVote  chapter, 4
while excit- |
ing in that it ===
trained new
student activ-
ists in the or-
ganizing tools
of petitioning
and adorm-
storming,® had
lapsed into in-

The New Climate Justice Movement
Without lllusions

action and purposelessness after the election. The
campaign seemed to reach a dead end when Barack
Obama stepped to the plate. This is a PowerVote
asuccess® story. They mobilized to get the majority
of their campus to support a phantom cause, and
then fell away, feeling like they should have used
their time and energy on something that actually
had a tangible effect. PowerVote, in effect, drew
campus organizers away from campus organizing,
and campus organizers have nothing to show for
their devotion.

The importance of addressing climate change
is undeniable. But PowerShift will never move to-
wards Climate Justice while it enjoys such a cozy
relationship with both the state and capitalism and
while it draws organizers away from effective lo-
cal organizing. Recent protests against the Group
of 20 in England have shown us where the climate
justice movement has found natural allies interna-
tionally. European Press highlighted anarchists,
anti-capitalists, and climate change activists as
working together to confront the hegemony of state
power and capitalism. Capitalism and the state are
the two biggest sources of climate change, and the

movement for climate justice should function
together with the movements against
these institutions or be made ir-
relevant and ineffective by
lifestyle politics and
Titanic  brass-
polishing.

.
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Queer Future

By Alex Niculescu, U. Penn SDS

Responsible
Investment
(2]

A Victory for Milwaukee SDS

by Dawson Barrett, Milwaukee SDS

Collective Liberation




Dan the Dude:
Do's and Don'ts for the Dudely Or

by Robin Markle,
Philly SDS

This cartoon is one
page from a zine called
Do's and Don't for the
Dudely Organizer. To
read the rest of Dan's
patriarchy adventures,
visit http://danthed-
ude.wordpress.com
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