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A MESSAGE FROM THIS ISSUE'S WORKING GROUP

A DISCLAIMER ON CONTENT

Welcome to the seventh edition of the SDS News Bulletin, the national 
publication of Students for a Democratic Society. After a brief hi atus, we 
are back in action!

We intend for this publication to be an accessible and popular vehicle 
for SDS members and chapters to communicate, share information an d 
ideas, coordinate actions and inspire one another in our stru ggles. The 
News Bulletin was formed through a proposal of the 2007 SDS National 
Convention in Detroit and passed by consensus of the 200+ attendees. 

The Bulletin Working Group continues to meet weekly via conferenc e call 
and is open to all SDS members, so get involved!
Join up on our listserv: groups.google.com/group/sds-news-bulletin
¼and start jumping on the calls! We won't bite. We're fun and we need you r 
support. 

You can download this or any previous issue at sdsnewsbulletin.
wordpress.com

Print out copies to distribute to your chapter, give them to folk s who would 
like to start chapters, bring them to events¼ you get the idea!
We will also be putting supplementary content and links on our blog:
sdsnewsbulletin.wordpress.com
BE HEARD!

We're already thinking about the next issue ± so should you! Submit your 
campaign updates, chapter reportbacks, visual art, reports from a ctions 
and events, poetry, essays, stories, songs and anything else you can think 
of to:sds.bulletin@gmail.org

Viewpoints expressed in articles contained herein are solely those 
of the author(s) or artist(s). These views do not necessarily re" ect 
the views of SDS, the SDS News Bulletin, or it's editors.
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This photo is from the SDS Winter 
Retreat in Athens, Ohio.  
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At the last two national conventions, there have been 
proposals to establish chapter dues that were not ad-
dressed due to time constraints. This year, we hope 
we will be able to discuss and vote on establishing 
dues. To get everyone thinking and talking ahead of 
time, the Fundraising Working Group (WG) has put 
together a FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions) about 
dues. For more information, email sdsfundraising@
gmail.com , or check out our blog:  sdsfundraising.
wordpress.com

WHY SHOULD  SDS HAVE  CHAPTER  DUES?
SDS needs money. Capitalism is evil, but until we 
overthrow it and can make social change purely 
through mutual aid and our good looks, SDS will 
need money to get stuff done. We need money for our 
annual national convention, annual action camps, 
trainings and materials, website, travel stipends and 
whatever else our revolutionary hearts can dream of! 
Having more money increases SDS's power: With 
more money we are able to do more of the things that 
we want to do.

WHAT 'S WRONG  WITH  THE WAY  SDS RAISES  MONEY NOW ?
Currently, National SDS fundraises for its national 
events from SDS chapters, individual members of 
SDS and friends of SDS. This funding, while greatly 
appreciated, is sporadic. With a chapter dues system, 
we would be guaranteed a steady amount of money 
each year, enabling us to better budget how we can 
spend the money. We would also undoubtedly greatly 
increase the amount of money we receive annually.

WHAT  ABOUT  GRANTS  AND  MONEY FROM FOUNDATIONS ?
You don't have to look far these days to see non-prof-
its reducing their workload, hours or staff because of 
the economic crisis. Too much dependence on large 
foundations and other grant givers can back" re. A 
chapter dues system gives us independence from 
these forms of funding. Paying dues also increases 
the stake that chapters and the chapters' members 
have in our organization. 

DO OTHER ORGANIZATIONS  HAVE  CHAPTER  DUES?
Chapter dues are not uncommon for other chapter-
based organizations, such as labor unions. The IWW 
(Industrial Workers of the World) has been collecting 
dues for over a century!

HOW  MUCH WILL  DUES BE?
The most recent dues proposal endorsed by the 
Fundraising WG (which can be altered before the 
2009 convention) puts forward the following:

Dues will be paid twice annually (probably   align-1. 
ing with colleges' Spring & Fall semesters).

The amount paid will be on a sliding scale ac-2. 
cording to chapter size.

Minimum ranges for chapter dues:3. 

3 - 10 members: $15 - $150
11 - 20 members: $55 - $300
21 - 40 members: $ 105- $600
41 - 60 members: $205 - $900
61 - 80 members: $305 - $1200
81 - 100 members: $405 - $1500
101+ members: $505 + 

Minimum suggestion is based on $5.00 per 
member for the minimum number of members 
in a bracket and $15.00 per member for the 
maximum number of members in a bracket. 

WHAT  IF A  CHAPTER  CAN 'T PAY  DUES?
If a chapter is having trouble paying dues, the Fund-
raising WG can help them out with personal attention 
and resources. There will be no negative consequenc-
es for chapters who communicate to the Fundraising 
WG that they are unable to pay the minimum dues. 
Under the proposal endorsed by the Fundraising WG, 
new chapters will be exempt from paying dues until 
the second deadline for dues payment following their 
" rst participation in a national vote.

WHAT  IF A  CHAPTER  DOESN 'T WANT  TO PAY  DUES? 
Obviously, national SDS can't make anyone do any-
thing. And we wouldn't want to. If a chapter doesn't 
want to pay dues, no one will try to force them to do 
so. Dues would not be mandatory, but strongly en-
couraged as an expression of solidarity. Chapters 
that explicitly decline to pay dues or do not communi-
cate why they have not paid dues will be placed as a 
lower priority for receiving travel stipends and other 
funding requests.

HOW  CAN  CHAPTERS  RAISE  MONEY FOR DUES?
Chapters that are recognized at their schools can tap 
into school funds to pay for their dues. This is a really 
easy (and incredibly pro" table) way to raise money. 
Chapters who are not connected to a school have an 
array of options to choose from, including tried and 
true options like bake sales and car washes, or col-
lecting a few bucks from individual members at meet-
ings.

WHO COLLECTS  AND  MANAGES  THE MONEY?
The National SDS Fundraising Working Group! 
Check us out at: http://groups.google.com/group/
sds-fundraising.

WHAT  WILL  THE MONEY BE USED FOR?
The money will be used for our annual national con-
vention, annual action camps, website, trainings 
and materials, travel stipends, especially to support 
working class SDSers. Really, the possibilities are 
endless! Any SDS body, including local chapters, can 
request money from the national working group.
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During last summer's SDS National Convention 
in College Park, Maryland, it was purported several 
times that it is somehow `classist' to assert that 
`electoral politics don't matter.' This claim was ca-
sually met by an approving snapping of " ngers.  

The argument goes that in af" rming the insignif-
icance of State electoral politics, one's privileged 
position is revealed because working class people 
are particularly affected by elections and must 
deal with the consequences. However, this argu-
ment has a number of # aws.  

First, it must be said that being working class 
does not exclude one from radical politics or from a 
desire for fundamental political change. This argu-
ment assumes that working class people can only 
be concerned with bread-and-butter issues and 
that they cannot be interested in radical change.

Moreover, the argument is misleading in that it 
assumes that the elected of" cials are essential to 
government policy.  When people say ªelectoral 
politics are important to working class people,º 
what they mean is that certain functions of govern-
ment are important to working class people. This is 
undoubtedly true. Certain government policies are 
signi" cant to the lives of working class people.  The 
fallacy arises in the assumption that the shuf# ing 
around of elite politicians through elections is cru-
cial to changing government policies. 

State policies are not unimportant, but it is 
# awed to assume that they are determined by the 
goodwill of elected of" cials. We can all remember 
two years ago when the Democrats were elected to 
a majority in the mid-term elections with the hope 
that they would take steps to end the war in Iraq 
and only to watch them fed billions more into the 
war machine. 

Clearly, it is not the party af" liation of the politi-
cian holding of" ce that is the determining factor in 
the structuring of state policies. Rather, economic 
realities, corporate interests, and at times public 
pressure, play a greater role in directing policy. 

The system is on auto-pilot and it will continue to 
uphold an undemocratic economic system, repro-
duce inequality, and wage war regardless of who 
happens to be sitting at the wheel.  

These undemocratically elected elites are not 
primarily accountable to us. So when we talk about 
the importance of government policy to working 
class people we reject the belief that changing 
who is at the wheel is the crucial determinant to 
the overall direction of policy. When policy just so 
happens to favor working class people, which is a 
rarity, this usually is a result of overwhelming de-
mand for change from working class people. FDR 
`gave' us welfare (Aid to Families with Dependent 
Children), because of public pressure, and Clinton 
took it away, because there was not enough popular 
support.

Indeed, one can see a grain of so-called clas-
sism in the argument that working class people 
are not concerned with the struggle for revolution-
ary change. After centuries of elections, the U.S. 
working class is in a particularly good position to 
see their limits. That is to say, our livelihoods are 
still bound to our wages and our society to pro" t.  
And this is something the elections cannot free us 
from.   

Helpful government policies are concessions by 
the elite class and come as a result of the mobi-
lization and grass-roots organizing of the working 
class and not as gifts from our trusted ªleaders.º 

Obama's election has sparked a lot of interest in 
politics; however, there have already been many in-
dications that this administration will not be much 
different from the previous one (for evidence see 
Obama's cabinet appointments, support of the tril-
lion dollar bailout, and troop escalation in Afghani-
stan). In SDS we should recognize that democracy 
does not come from above and that democracy is 
not the rotation of power but the diffusion of power 
to all those affected. 

Another Look at Elections
By Ian Smith, Philly SDS
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Send us your articles, stories, comics, 
poems, drawing, or anything!  

email: sds.bulletin@gmail.com



Dan the Dude: 
Do's and Don'ts for the Dudely Organizer
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This cartoon is one 
page from a zine called 
Do's and Don't for the 
Dudely Organizer. To 
read the rest of Dan's 
patriarchy adventures, 
visit http://danthed-
ude.wordpress.com

by Robin Markle,
Philly SDS



For the past eight years the Republicans 
have not only sti# ed the progress of collec-
tive liberation, but they have actually set back 
progressive movements. Women's rights have 
been trampled over and ignored. Just last 
month the Bush administration took a last 
shot at women's health care, seeking to allow 
health care providers to deny patients infor-
mation and services based on their own per-
sonal biases. 

The country witnessed the rights for Gay 
couples to marry in California be taken away, 
by Proposition 8 in California on November 
4th. Similarly, equal rights were voted down in 
Florida, Arizona, and Arkansas. I live in North 
Carolina, and in discussions I had the follow-
ing week with people, I was asked numerous 
times ªWhy do you care? This doesn't change 
anything in North Carolina! What does this 
have to do with me?º The answer to this ques-
tion is that this is not just a 4 state issue; it is 
an issue of equality across America.

I came across a site called ªJoin the Im-
pactº. This was a network of people outraged 
by the rights that had been denied and taken 
away. This site allowed you to create a page for 
your city and state and plan a rally that was to 
happen all over the country at the same time on 
Saturday, November 15th . When I noticed that 
there was not one planned for Asheville, our 
SDS chapter mobilized a protest in Downtown 
Asheville. With only three days of planning, ap-
proximately 300 people packed Pritchard Park, 
and spoke out against Proposition 8. Doug 
Michel, a current representative of the Queer 
Caucus in the SDS National Working Com-
mittee said, ªThis is about the right to love, 
and its legitimacy and rights under the law. 
The right-wing has mobilized fervent reaction 
in the country, but people all over the country 
and the world are " ghting back against this as 
hundreds of thousands have protested in the 
wake of Prop 8. We should applaud queer and 
transgender folk who defy the imperialist state 
by committing their love for each other despite 

equal rights for all:
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remaining under oppressive conditions in the 
US. Someday we will have the right to love un-
der law, and that will be a step forward for LG-
BTQ people and our " ght for liberation.º

We now have a new president. All of us must 
continue to put pressure on him to " x the op-
pressive policies enacted during the Bush era. 
During the presidential campaign, Obama 
promised to sign the Freedom of Choice Act. 
This act would make abortion legal nationwide 
under all circumstances. He also promised to 
reverse the Mexico City Policy. On January 
23rd he did, but it was not widely reported on. 
I am disappointed that Obama did not do this 
more publicly, showing stronger support for 
the gay community. 

He also said he would work to repeal the 
Defense of Marriage Act, a federal law that 
de" nes marriage as being between a man and 
a woman. The republicans have left a mess of 
catastrophic proportions for Obama to clean 
up, and we cannot wait for Obama to get 
around to this. We need to pressure him to do 
this now. Of course, complete liberation of all 
queer and transgender identi" ed people will 
only be achieved with a revolutionary transfor-
mation of our society. Such a democratic so-
ciety would based on the needs of people and 
not exploitation or oppression. In the summer 
of 2008 at SDS's National Convention, we ad-
opted a proposal ªWho We Are, What We're 
Buildingº. Here is an excerpt: 

ªOppressed people are at the forefront of 
movements for liberation. We understand that 
our work must target structures of domination 
in order to build powerful diverse movements 
for change. We realize that lines of power cut 
deep in our society, and we must be grounded 
in the work of combating systems of white su-
premacy, patriarchy, capitalism, imperialism, 
heterosexism, transphobia, and the many other 
forms of oppression thoughtfully and strategi-
cally.º 

equal rights for all:
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Stand against the bigotry of anti-gay 
law Proposition 8 by Sarah Buchner, UNC-Asheville SDS

I challenge all SDS chapters to combat heterosex-
ism in their communities and on campuses. Nobody 
is free while others are oppressed. No matter what 
state you live in, there are many alliances and coali-
tions that can be made by rallying around the rights 
that were recently taken away from us, that will help 
our chapters and organization grow.

Check out UNC Asheville SDS's write-up of the pro-
test on their chapter blog at http://uncasds.wordpress.
com/2008/11/12/protest-for-lgbtq-rights/ .

Emily Ballenger
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Part 1
: A Hopeful Beginning
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Connect with SDS
WEBSITES
Students for a Democratic Society
http://www.newsds.org

SDS on Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=2205055297

LISTSERVS
National Announcements (List-Serv)
http://groups.google.com/group/sdsannouncements
sdsannouncements@googlegroups.com

REGIONAL LISTS
Midwest SDS
https://lists.riseup.net/www/info/midwestsds
midwestsds@lists.riseup.net
Northeast SDS
https://lists.riseup.net/www/info/northeastsds
northeastsds@lists.riseup.net
Northwest SDS
https://lists.riseup.net/www/info/nwsds
nwsds@lists.riseup.net
Southeast SDS
https://lists.riseup.net/www/info/southernsds
southernsds@lists.riseup.net
Southwest SDS
https://lists.riseup.net/www/info/southwestsds
southwestsds@lists.riseup.net
West Coast SDS
https://lists.riseup.net/www/info/westcoastsds
westcoastsds@lists.riseup.net

NATIONAL CAMPAIGNS
Student Power for Accessible Education
http://groups.google.com/group/spfae
spfae@googlegroups.com

National Working Committee
http://groups.google.com/group/sdsnationalwork
sdsnationalwork@googlegroups.com

NATIONAL WORKING GROUPS
Chapter Communications
http://groups.google.com/groups/sds-chapter-comms
sds-chapter-comms@googlegroups.com
Fundraising
ht tp://groups.google.com/group/sds-fundraising
sds-fundraising@googlegroups.com
Media
http://groups.google.com/group/national-sds-media
national-sds-media@googlegroups.com
News Bulletin!
http://groups.google.com/group/sds-news-bulletin
sds-news-bulletin@googlegroups.com
Welcoming Committee
http://groups.google.com/group/SDSwelcome 
SDSwelcome@googlegroups.com
Training
http://groups.google.com/group/sds-training
sds-training@googlegroups.com
Anti-War 
http://sdsantiwar.wordpress.com/
sdsantiwar.wg@gmail.com

CAUCUS & PRIVILEGE DISCUSSION GROUPS

High School Caucus 
https://lists.riseup.net/www/info/highschoolsds
highschoolsds@lists.riseup.net

Men's Auxiliary 
https://lists.riseup.net/www/info/sdsmensaux 
sdsmensaux@lists.riseup.net

Women's Caucus 
http://groups.google.com/group/national-sds-womens-
caucus 
national-sds-womens-caucus@googlegroups.com

Trans/Genderqueer Caucus
https://lists.riseup.net/www/info/sdsgenderqueerscau cus
sdsgenderqueerscaucus@lists.riseup.net

People of Color Caucus
http://lists.riseup.net/www/info/SDSNPOCC 
SDSNPOCC@googlegroups.com

White Privilege Working Group
http://groups.google.com/group/natlsdswhiteprivwg
natlsdswhiteprivwg@googlegroups.com

Queer Caucus
http://groups.google.com/group/sdsqueercaucus
sdsqueercaucus@googlegroups.com

Hetero Allies
https://lists.riseup.net/www/info/sdsqueerallies
sdsqueerallies@lists.riseup.net

Working Class Caucus
http://groups.google.com/groups/national-working-cl ass-
caucus
national-working-class-caucus@googlegroups.com

Class Privilege Working Group
http://groups.google.com/group/sds-natl-class-privi lege-wg
sds-natl-class-privilege-wg@googlegroups.com 23
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